
highly manueverable 
gleaning bats listen for the sounds of prey 

movement - the rustling sounds of prey moving through leaf litter, the 
fluttering sounds of wingbeats on surfaces, or species-specific mating calls!

maybe not as fast as a speeding bullet, but some bats 
can reach speeds of 60 mph!

Bats are also 
super smart! They intercept 
erratically flying insects using the same mathematically efficient strategy search missiles employ to zero in on moving targets!

bats are the only mammals 
capable of true flight - flying 
squirrels are gliders!

just before interception, bats emit a “terminal buzz” using superfast musclesto produce vocalizations more than 220 times per second!

the echolocation calls 
bats use for locating 

flying insects are typically 
greater than 120 decibels - that’s 

louder than a jet engine or 
machine gun!

bats have many superpowers - 
mammalian flight, echolocation, night 

vision, supernatural hearing, superanimal agility, 
longevity and body temperature manipulation! 

some bats even have poison immunity!

but bats don’t 
have the power of invincibility 

- they are facing many battles   
   and need your help! how can 
 you be a superhero for bats? 

some bats are 
resistant to envenomation by poisonous 

prey like scorpions and centipedes!

         on an 
interception  

course with prey,
echolocating bats 

emit calls and listen for 
   echoes arriving at their 

ears to determine the 
size, shape, texture and 

3d coordinates of 
their target!

small but 

mighty
nature’s unsung
superheroes!
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